[Stereotaxic biopsies of pineal tumors. Comments on their risk and implication apropos of 370 cases].
370 stereotactic biopsies of pineal region tumors, from 15 neurosurgical centers in France have been reviewed with the goal to evaluate the mortality/morbidity rates and diagnostic yield of this procedure. The impact of neuroradiological means of localisation, the probe trajectory, the type of biopsy instrument, the time of shunting are discussed in order to maximize the diagnostic yield and minimize the mortality/morbidity rates. Stereotactic biopsy contribution, as compared to other diagnostic methods, in pineal region tumors was evaluated. The mortality rate was 1.3 % (5 patients of 370), 3 patients suffered severe neurological complication. In relation to the large number of patients in this study, we can assess that the mortality rate of stereotactic biopsy in this region doesn't significantly exceed that of stereotactic brain tumor biopsies in general.